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habitually talk of the native Press as seditious, though few of them read it or have any idea of the varieties of opinion that are expressed in it. Unquestionably the mushroom vernacular Press is a very great evil, and for a great many reasons which have little or nothing to do with politics. But the bad papers will only be driven out when good ones can be established ; and a more sympathetic attitude towards the better kind of Indian newspapers and a disposition to welcome honest criticism, even when it is thought to be mistaken, would, I feel sure, have its reward in India. If you treat men as pariahs, they are very likely to behave as pariahs ; and not a little of the present friction with the Press arises from honest resentment at the contemptuous attitude assumed by Europeans towards the Indian writer. There are able men in Indian journalism who would greatly like to get out of this vicious circle, and I have